
Appendix

Example of student output
(These students’ proficiency level was around TOEIC 330.)

Topic: Travel

Starting Point: 
question
Have you ever travelled in an unusual way?
A:
answer
No, I haven’t.
B:
comment
Oh, that’s too bad.
A:
statement
I always drive my car.
B:
statement
I want to travel.
A:
comment
That’s a good idea.
B:
statement
I think I want to use a train or an aeroplane.
A:
comment
I want to travel on an aeroplane.
B:
comment
I think that we can travel very enjoyably on an aeroplane.
A:
answer
I’d like to go to Thailand.
B:
question
What do you like about Thailand?

A:
question
Do you like Thailand?

B:
comment
The food is delicious, and when I think of Thailand, I imagine elephants.

Notes
This dialogue demonstrates a few pedagogic points aptly.
1) The numerous comments and statements in the beginning were a result of the way the cards turned up. Yet, the sentence types allowed each speaker the chance to express various pieces of important information that were felt to be relevant to the given topic.

2) The second answer seems to come from nowhere. These discourse cards are useful in explaining and developing awareness of underlying and as yet unexpressed ideas.

3) The repeated questions near the end were uncomfortable at first but were taught as a method of gaining thinking time during a conversation. Also, this interchange demonstrated the very common conversational ploy of asking a question in the hope that the interlocutor will ask the same one back.

