28. Whimperatives: Making difficult requests
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Appendix A

a) You need an extension on your essay. What do you say to your teacher?

b) You are going to miss the next lecture and you want your friend to collect the handouts for you.

c) You are in a restaurant. Your soup is cold. You ask the waiter to heat it up.

d) You got off the train with your baby in a push-chair. There are only stairs, no lifts/elevators. You ask a stranger for help.

e) You ask your friend to lend you his electronic dictionary in class.

f) You are doing a homestay in New Zealand. You are cold at night. You ask your host mother/father for an extra blanket.

g) You have arrived in Cairns, Australia, on a flight from Kansai Airport on Airline A. The flight was late, and you missed your non-refundable connecting flight to Hobart, on Airline B. You ask the staff at the check-in counter of Airline B to issue you with another ticket to Hobart.

h) You arrive at the check-in counter with your baggage. Your baggage is overweight. The clerk asks you to pay an excess fee. You request it to be waived because your travelling companion’s baggage is underweight.

i) You ask your Canadian friend to remove her shoes before entering your room.

j) You pick up your friend from the airport and notice he isn’t wearing his seatbelt. Ask him to put it on.

Appendix B

Suggested answer key/ examples

a) I just wanted to ask you if I might have an extension on my essay. I have three essays due on the same day.

b) Would you mind collecting the handouts for me at the next lecture? I have a dental appointment.

c) I don’t suppose you could heat up this soup for me? It’s a bit on the cold side.

d) I hate to trouble you, but would you mind helping me carry my push-chair down the stairs? There doesn’t seem to be a lift/elevator.

e) Would you mind letting me use your dictionary? I’ve left mine at home.

f) I was wondering whether I could have another blanket? I was a bit cold last night.

g) I have just missed my flight to Hobart. I caught an international flight from Japan, and it was delayed, so I have missed my connecting flight. I was wondering whether you would be able to issue me with another ticket?

h) Yes, my baggage is overweight, but my friend’s here is underweight. I don’t suppose you could waive the excess fee in this case?

i) Would you mind leaving your shoes at the door? That’s what everyone does in this country.

h) Would you mind putting on your seatbelt? They’re very strict about that here.

