38. From praise to critique: Receptive skills
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Appendix

Student Handout
Directions: Read the comments below, made about written work by a student. What do you think of them? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the different feedback? Discuss your thoughts with a partner and be prepared to share your ideas with the class.  

Sample 1 

There is a problem with paragraph 4. Compared to the second and third paragraphs, you did not provide enough details about why Japanese university students would not benefit much from the switch of the start of the academic year to fall. The paragraph is too short. Your statement that Japanese society and companies will be confused with the new system does not give readers enough details to understand your ideas. 

Sample 2 

You have done a good job of stating why Japanese universities do not have to shift the start of the academic year to fall. You have a strong thesis statement. Your paragraphs of three reasons are all connected to your thesis statement well. In addition, you developed your arguments well in the second and third paragraphs, where you discuss the disadvantages of the change of the system in terms of high school and university education respectively. However, your fourth paragraph needs more development. Readers are not certain about what you mean by Japanese society and companies will be confused with the new system. You could provide more details about what will happen to companies if the new system was introduced to all universities in Japan. Then you might want to add what disadvantages it could cause to the companies in terms of hiring new employees. By working more on your fourth paragraph, your overall essay will improve a lot.

