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Appendix

Student worksheet and model role play guidelines

In your group of three, discuss the issues involved in the speech act that you chose or were assigned. Brainstorm a scenario involving a Japanese and non-Japanese student studying overseas in the same program or living in the same dormitory or share house. The scenario can involve either two or three students. Consider at least 3 or 4 different endings/outcomes to the scenario and then write a dialogue of 5 to 8 lines. You will act out the dialogue with three or more endings and other students will rank the endings for pragmatic competence / politeness / acceptability on a scale of 1-5.
Example: Refusing
Scenario: One Japanese student, Keiko (A), and one student from a Spanish-speaking country, Maria (B), are in the kitchen of the share house talking about a party for foreign students that they have both been invited to. The Japanese student is concerned about an upcoming test and thinks she should study on her own. Her goal is to study for the test and not attend the party but without being seen as being unsociable.

B (Maria): Keiko …Do you know about the International Students party on Saturday night? Most of our share-house mates are going I think.

A (Keiko): Really? Yes I heard about it from Kenji. Sounds like fun.

B: Are you going?

A: Well I’m not sure yet. …we have an interview test next Tuesday and I need to study.

B: Keiko…you always do well in tests…you will do fine in the speaking test.

A: That’s not true, Maria…Japanese are really bad at speaking… I can’t just answer a question straight away like you can.

B: Well how about practicing with me tonight and then you can go to the party.

Optional endings of the dialogue

1. Hmm well that does sound like a good idea Maria…but I know I need the practice and must stay home. I will definitely go to the next one though.

2. Thanks Maria, but I think this is not a good time for me. I am a bit busy studying. Please have a good time at the party.

3. Thanks for the suggestion Maria. I would like to do that, but I think I need to practice with my friend Hiromi because we are at the same level.

4. Thanks Maria but I am not really a party type and studying always comes first for me. But I am sure the party will be fun.
