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Dialogue

Tour guide:
Attention everybody! Good morning! Welcome to Kyoto Temple Tours. I am Junko Matsuda, and this is our driver, Takagi-san. We hope that you will enjoy your time with us today. If there is anything we can do to make you more comfortable, please let me know.

This morning we’ll visit Kinkakuji Temple, Kiyomizu Temple, and Sanjuusangendou, and we will finish by having lunch at the coffee shop of the Kyoto Museum. Our afternoon tours will depart from the main gate of the Kyoto Museum at 1:30, so if you are booked on the Kyoto Garden Tour or Kyoto History Tour, meet your guide outside the coffee shop by 1:20.
Our first stop today is Kinkakuji Temple, which is also known as the Golden Pavillion. Shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu bought the site in 1397. After his death in 1408, his son made the site into a Zen temple. The top two floors of the pavilion are covered with gold leaf. In 1950, the pavilion was burned to the ground. Has anyone read Mishima’s novel about that? A young monk set fire to the pavilion, and then tried to commit suicide. He survived, but he was arrested. The pavilion was rebuilt. Since then, there have been a number of repairs made to the pavilion, including replacing all the gold leaf on the building.

We will soon be arriving at Kinkakuji Temple. Please be careful getting off the bus. The last step is quite high. There are restrooms and a vending machine for drinks at the bus parking area. The bus will be leaving Kinkakuji at 10am, so please don’t be late. Does anyone have any questions?

Tourist:
Can we leave our coats on the bus?

Tour guide:
Yes. The driver will stay with the bus, so you can leave your coats and bags, but please take all your valuables with you. And here we are. Don’t forget to be back here by 10am, or you’ll be left behind!

