
23. Baseball, softball, or frisbee? Giving advice and suggestions

Aiko Minematsu
Appendix A

Student worksheet 1
What would you say? こんな状況で、何て言う？
1. It is not raining now, but you heard this morning that there is an 80% chance of rain in the afternoon. As you head home, you see your American teacher leaving his umbrella at school. Maybe the teacher has not heard of this news. What would you say to the teacher?

2. You become friends with an exchange student from California. You see her buying junk food every day after school, and she seems to be enjoying all the Japanese snacks she buys. You are worried that she is spending too much money, and that she is gaining weight. You think that she should stop buying junk food every day. What do you say to your friend?

3. You and your American friend decided to rent a movie. Your friend picks out a movie you have already seen, and you did not think it was a good movie. You want to get another one instead. What would you say to your friend?

Appendix B

Student worksheet 2
The following is a true story of an American female teacher teaching at a Japanese middle school.

I begin my day walking from the station to my current junior high school. On the way, sometimes my students join me and we walk to school together. One morning, a first-year junior high student named Chihiro came up to me with her sister Saho, who is also a junior high student, and said in Japanese, “You are really big! (大きいですね!)” Her sister said in English, “You should become thin.” I was too shocked to say anything.
A few weeks ago on my birthday, one of the high school students I have taught for a few years, Hana, asked me how old I was. I told her the truth, and said that I was 29. And Hana said, “Oh no! Next year is 三十路 (you will be in your 30s)! You should get married this year.” I smiled politely and laughed, but I was very shocked.

Discuss in your group:

1. Why do you think she was shocked at her students’ comments?
2. Do you think the students would say the same things if the teacher was Japanese? a man? in her 40s? How would these teachers respond?
3. What could they have said other than “You should become thin” or “You should get married”?

4. Have you ever made such comments to your teachers at school in Japanese? in English?
5. Have you ever made such comments to your family or your friends in Japanese? in English?

Appendix C
Student worksheet 3
Think of the relationship between the American teacher and the students.

Check the appropriate box for each:
	
	High 大
	Medium 中
	Low 小

	Status 社会的な立場
	✔
	
	


	Familiarity心理的距離
	
	
	

	Difficulty失礼さ
	
	
	


Here are some strategies you can use:

	Direct
硬球
(Baseball)
	 I suggest that you...

 I recommend you to...

 I advise you to...

 You should...

 You need...

	Softened
ソフトボール
(Softball)
	 Why don’t you...?

 You could...

 Maybe you could...

 I think you should...
Maybe you should...

	Indirect 
フリスビー
(Frisbee)
	It might be better to...

You might want to...

	Opt out

にチャック
(Zip your mouth)
	―――


Practice:

1. You’re the student (Hana) in the story. Which would you use?


Baseball

Softball

Frisbee

Zip your mouth

 What would you say? 

2. Your friend hasn’t turned in her homework from summer. You think she should do something about it, but you don’t want to sound too rude. Which would you use?


Baseball

Softball

Frisbee

Zip your mouth

 What would you say? 

3. A middle-aged lady asks you which line she should take to go to Shinjuku from Ogikubo. Which would you use?


 Baseball

Softball

Frisbee

Zip your mouth

 What would you say? 


Answer Key

1. Zip your mouth

 (Both social status and difficulty of suggestion are high in this case, so you shouldn’t comment on the teacher’s marital status, even if the teacher is familiar to you.)

2. Softball 

 (Both social status and familiarity are low, but you want to sound less direct.)

3. Baseball

 (Both social status and familiarity are high, but the difficulty is very low. Since she is expecting a suggestion, you want to be direct in giving your direction.)

Appendix D

Assessment Sheet + Self-evaluation
1. It is not raining now, but you heard this morning that there is an 80% chance of rain in the afternoon. As you head home, you see Mr. Thomas, your American teacher, leaving his umbrella at school. Maybe he has not heard of this news. You go up to him and say:

You:

Mr. Thomas: Oh, really? But it’s not raining now.

You:

Mr. Thomas: Okay, thanks a lot!

You:

Self-evaluation: Circle only one of each.

	Which strategy did you use?
	 Baseball / Softball / Frisbee / Zip your mouth

	How appropriate are you?
	 5   4   3   2   1


(5-appropriate, 4-may be appropriate, 3-I don’t know, 2-may be inappropriate, 1-inappropriate)

2. You become friends with Irene, an exchange student from California. You see her buying junk food every day after school, and she seems to be enjoying all the Japanese snacks she buys. You are worried that she is spending too much money, and that she is gaining weight. You think that she should stop buying junk food every day. You say to your friend:

You:

Irene: But I love Japanese food!

You:

Irene: Yeah, maybe you’re right. 

You:

Self-evaluation: Circle only one of each.

	Which strategy did you use?
	
Baseball / Softball / Frisbee / Zip your mouth

	How appropriate are you?
	 5   4   3   2   1


(5-appropriate, 4-may be appropriate, 3-I don’t know, 2-may be inappropriate, 1-inappropriate)

3. You and Irene, your American friend, decide to rent a movie. She picks out a movie you have already seen, and you did not think it was a good movie. You want to get another one instead. What would you say to her?

You:

Irene: Really? But I heard this is good.

You:

Irene: Oh,okay.

You:

Self-evaluation: Circle only one of each.

	Which strategy did you use?
	
Baseball / Softball / Frisbee / Zip your mouth

	How appropriate are you?
	 5   4   3   2   1


(5-appropriate, 4-may be appropriate, 3-I don’t know, 2-may be inappropriate, 1-inappropriate)
Answer key
1. You: Maybe you should take your umbrella with you. / I think you should… / You might want to…

Mr. Thomas: Oh, really? But it’s not raining now.

You: I heard it’s going to rain. / It may rain today. / They say it’s going to rain today.

Mr. Thomas: OK, thanks a lot!

You: No problem. See you.
Use: Softball or Frisbee

2. You: Maybe you should stop buying snacks every day. / I don’t think you should buy food today.

Irene: But I love Japanese food!

You: I’m worried that you are spending too much money on food. Why don’t you use it for something else?

Irene: Maybe you’re right.

You: Let’s go home!
Use: Softball or Baseball

3. You: It might be better to get another movie. / Maybe we could get another one.

Irene: Really? But I heard this is good.

You: I saw it already, and I’d rather not see it again.

Irene: Oh, okay.

You: Do you have anything else in mind? / Why don’t we get this instead?
Use: Softball or Frisbee

