30. Refusing without apologizing
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Appendix
Ways of making a refusal (from Yoshida et al., 2000)

a) Giving positive opinions
That sounds wonderful, but…

I’d like/love to, but…

I wish I could, but…

b) Thanking
Thank you for the invitation.
Thanks, but…

Thank you for asking me, though.

c) Apologizing
I’m sorry, but…
d) Proposing alternatives
Maybe some other time.
Perhaps next time.

e) Making direct refusals 
I can’t go.

I can’t make it.
+ reason
I already have other plans.

I have to…

I’m going to…

I can’t afford to…

I have a lot of homework to do.
