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Lisa Fairbrother & Shoko Sasayama
Appendix (Handout)
Eiko’s Experiences
Eiko is an advanced learner of English, who in the past has experienced some problems when trying to use English politely. Read the following episodes based on her experiences and answer the questions that follow.
Episode 1

When I was doing a home stay in Australia I asked my host mother if there was anything I could do to help her. She said, “Do you want to bring in the laundry for me?” I then helped her with the laundry.

Episode 2

One day I wanted to ask my Australian teacher at the language school I attended to check an essay that I had written. I said to her, “Do you want to read this for me?” The teacher looked a little annoyed.

1) What’s the difference between Episodes 1 and 2?

2) Why do you think the Australian teacher got annoyed in Episode 2?

3) How could Eiko have asked her teacher for help in another way?

