33. Reflecting on disagreements
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Appendix A

Sample dialog adapted from The devil wears Prada (Weisberger, 2003, pp. 285-286)
DIRECTIONS:  Fill in the blank with an appropriate English disagreement.

Situation 1 Andy and her boyfriend, Alex, are arguing about her decision to go to Paris for her job at Runway magazine, instead of going with Alex on the trip he had planned for the two of them.

Andy:
Can’t you stop for one second to think about the fact that I may not want to go either, but I have no choice?
Alex:
No choice? You have nothing but choices! Andy, this job isn’t just a job anymore, in case you’ve failed to notice! It’s taken over your entire life! You’ve changed – you’ve become just like the Runway girls.
Andy:
[write a strong disagreement statement]

Alex:
You just don’t get it, Andy. I’m not exactly sure how it happened, but I feel like I don’t even know you anymore. I think we need a break.
Andy:
What? What are you saying? You want to break up?
Alex:
No, not at all. Not break up, just take a break. I think it would help both of us if we reevaluate what we’ve got going here. You sure don’t seem happy with me lately, and I can’t say I’m thrilled with you. Maybe a little time away would be good for both of us.

(Original answer for sample dialog: That’s ridiculous.)

Appendix B

Most popular choices of disagreement strategies (with number of students, out of 24 total, choosing them in parentheses) in sample situation in Appendix A (Andy to Alex):
How can you be so mean? (5)

No, I’m (just) Andy. (5)

+ Nothing changed. (4)

That’s ridiculous (4)

+ I’m just Andy wearing nice clothes (1)

You only envy me (3)

I have not (2)
