39. From praise to critique: Productive skills

Mayumi Fujioka
Appendix A

1. However, your fourth paragraph needs more development. Readers are not certain about what you mean by Japanese society and companies will be confused with the new system. 

2. Then you might want to add what disadvantages it could cause to the companies in terms of hiring new employees. By working more on your fourth paragraph, your overall essay will improve a lot. 

3. In addition, you developed your argument well in the second and third paragraphs, where you discuss the disadvantage of the change of the system in terms of high school and university education respectively.

4. You have done a good job of stating why Japanese universities do not have to shift the start of the academic year to fall. You have a strong thesis statement. Your paragraphs of three reasons are all connected to your thesis statement well. 

5. You could provide more details about what will happen to companies if the new system was introduced to all universities in Japan. 

Answer key: 4-3-1-5-2

Appendix B
(Checklist sample questions) 
Read the sample essay. While reading, check “Yes” or “No” for the following questions and provide specific reasons for your answers. (Write these reasons because you will need them later.)

1. Is the thesis statement clear? 
Yes/No

2. Does the introduction guide the reader to the main arguments well? 
Yes/No

3. Is the topic sentence in paragraph 2 clear? 
Yes/No

4. Does the author provide enough details to support his/her ideas in paragraph 2? 
Yes/No

5. Is the topic sentence in paragraph 3 clear?
Yes/No

6. Does the author provide enough details to support his/her ideas in paragraph3? 
Yes/No

7. Does the conclusion summarize the main points of the arguments?
Yes/No

For those items you circled No, think about how the sentence or paragraph could be improved, based on the specific reasons you provide.

Appendix C

Complete these different kinds of comments based on the specific reasons you thought of while doing the task in Appendix B.

Praise samples: 

1. 

I like your (e.g., introduction/example in the second paragraph)
because 
.

2. 

Your (e.g., introduction/example in the second paragraph)  is very good because 

.
Critique samples: 

1.  Although your third paragraph is good too, you can develop it more. (Give reasons) 


.
2. However, your third paragraph is a little confusing. (Give reasons). 

.

Adding specific suggestion samples:

1. You could add an example to show 
.
2. You might want to delete the sentence of 
because you already said the same thing before.
3. I would suggest 
. 
4. It might be a good idea to
.
