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Student Worksheet: Understanding and using metaphor

Section A:  Two examples: Why did student B use that type of language?
Dialogue One

Your ideas:_______________________________________________________________

Partner’s ideas:__________________________________________________________

Dialogue Two
Your ideas:______________________________________________________________

Partner’s ideas:__________________________________________________________
Understanding of what metaphor is.

Literal meaning is the real meaning. The figurative meaning is when we use language to explain or understand something in terms of something else.

Metaphor is the use of language to refer to something other than what its literal meaning is because of a resemblance or to make and/or draw a connection (Lakoff & Johnson, 2006).
1. I was very moved by the movie.

The literal meaning is the movie moved me; it impacted on me and changed my position.

The metaphorical meaning is that the emotional effect was so great that it felt like it pushed/moved me/impacted on me greatly.

Language use for communication: Student B said the movie moved them as they wish to communicate that the emotional effect of the movie was so great, that it had a physical influence.

2. Yes, I saw the new member of AGU48 and she’s a real knockout!

The literal/real meaning of a knockout is the physical effect of being hit by something and knocked down, usually resulting in unconsciousness.
The metaphorical meaning is the new member is so beautiful that student B was knocked out or lost consciousness. 

Language use for communication: Student B said that the new member is a knockout because when he saw her it created such emotional effect that it felt like physical contact that ‘knocked him out’. Explaining one thing in terms of something else helps us to create a picture in our minds and helps us to understand things more effectively (Lakoff & Johnson, 2006).
Section B: 

Conceptual Metaphor: Emotional effect is physical contact
We have a concept of emotions as being a physical thing. When something affects us emotionally, we think about it as having a physical impact on us (Lakoff & Johnson, 2006).
Metaphorical expressions:
Write down when these expressions could be used and in what context. Then check the explanation of the expression with classmates/teacher to ensure understanding of what is being communicated.

1. I was touched by her speech.

Your idea:________________________________________________________

Explanation: _________________________________________________________

Use in context:________________________________________________________
2. The teacher’s speech really made an impression on me.
Your idea:________________________________________________________
Explanation: _________________________________________________________

Use in context:________________________________________________________
3. The break-up with his girlfriend really hit him hard.
Your idea:________________________________________________________
Explanation: _________________________________________________________

Use in context:________________________________________________________
4. The manager’s new idea at the factory really knocked everyone off their feet.

Your idea:________________________________________________________
Explanation: _________________________________________________________

Use in context:________________________________________________________
(Examples taken from Lakoff & Johnson, 2006)

