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Set A
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You are a university student in Asia. You have made an appointment to meet with your supervisor (see picture) and talk about your project. However, you realise that you had already promised to have lunch with some of your friends on the same day. This is the only day all of your friends can make it, and you don’t want to miss it because your friends will be leaving for different towns shortly thereafter. Therefore, you decide to talk to your supervisor a day before the appointment and ask to change the meeting time. You knock on the office door.
Name: _________________

1. Your supervisor says, “Come in.” You say:
2. What are your reason(s) for saying this? 
3. How do you want it to sound? Circle the numbers closest to your intention.
polite
1  2  3  4  5                  impolite

indirect  
1  2  3  4  5                  direct

appropriate
1  2  3  4  5                  inappropriate

friendly
1  2  3  4  5                  unfriendly

information-focused
1  2  3  4  5                  harmony-focused

Set B
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You are a university student in North America. You have made an appointment to meet with your supervisor (see picture) and talk about your project. However, you realise that you had already promised to have lunch with some of your friends on the same day. This is the only day all of your friends can make it, and you don’t want to miss it because your friends will be leaving for different towns shortly thereafter. Therefore, you decide to talk to your supervisor a day before the appointment and ask to change the meeting time. You knock on the office door.

Name: _________________

1. Your supervisor says, “Come in.” You say:

2. What are your reason(s) for saying this? 
3. How do you want it to sound? Circle the numbers closest to your intention.
polite
1  2  3  4  5                  impolite

indirect  
1  2  3  4  5                  direct

appropriate
1  2  3  4  5                  inappropriate

friendly
1  2  3  4  5                  unfriendly

information-focused
1  2  3  4  5                  harmony-focused

Set C
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You are a university student in Europe. You have made an appointment to meet with your supervisor (see picture) and talk about your project. However, you realise that you had already promised to have lunch with some of your friends on the same day. This is the only day all of your friends can make it, and you don’t want to miss it because your friends will be leaving for different towns shortly thereafter. Therefore, you decide to talk to your supervisor a day before the appointment and ask to change the meeting time. You knock on the office door.

Name: _________________

1. Your supervisor says, “Come in.” You say:

2. What are your reason(s) for saying this? 
3. How do you want it to sound? Circle the numbers closest to your intention.
polite
1  2  3  4  5                  impolite

indirect  
1  2  3  4  5                  direct

appropriate
1  2  3  4  5                  inappropriate

friendly
1  2  3  4  5                  unfriendly

information-focused
1  2  3  4  5                  harmony-focused

